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‘Negativity and

ugliness helps no one’
To the editor of The

and they want a new direc
tion for their future. Sena
tor OBama is an intelligent,
thoughtful young man, who
embodies the hope they

ave been seeking. You, sir,
are going to be left behind
in more ways than one.

Many have struggled

over decades to make our
society an equitable one
for all of its citizens. Ev-
ery person should have the
chance to succeed and to be
treated fairly. All our DNA
would show that each of us
15 mixed with nearly every
race on earth. We really are
all related and interdepen-
dent.

Democrat:

Why would the Brown
County Democrat give such
4 huge space this week in
“The Bottom Lines™ for the
tirades of a very n
minded and disgruntled
individual?

His first paragraph
stopped me cold from going
much further to see if he
had anything of value o say

..the anti-| (‘hru( headed
to the Oval Office,,

That kind of negativity
and ugliness helps no one
but does say a lot about the
persan who wrote it

Aside from greed, as in
power, among other kinds.
political bigotry is a good
example of why this country
‘has been falling into such
divisive rhetoric and bad
behavior.

The image | was left
with was a person who
would be quite content liv-
ing in the deep South with
& rebel flag wrapped around
himself singiny y Way.”

It's time to stop being
afraid of, and blariing, any-
one who looks different from
ourselves for everything
that happens. It's time we
spent our energy taking
care of one another and
working 1o save our resourc.
ex. If we do not cooperate,
we will all lose our nation
and it won't be due to ter.
rorism, but due to ur own
actions

We have the worst presi-
dent in history, who has di-
minished our standing and
respect in the eyes of the
world. He refuses to use di-
plomacy when it could save

Sally Baker
Nashville
‘In end, your tirade
is all about you’
To the editor of The

he end, your tirade is
mocral: all about you. and nothing
Blake Wolpert's recent  glse

comments in The Democrat

were proof that voters did

the right thing by removing

him and Mrs. Yager f

their posts. His praise

Mrs. Yager amounted to

sell-praise. He scoms 1o

Patti Fleetwood
Brown County
‘Not just voted out,
you were trounced’
To the editor of The
Demoerat, and Mr. Wolpert:
ave never read such
B inpressive Jetter Trod
a defeated politician, such
bitterness. Is your anger
because even your own
party did not recognize your
genius? Afterall...You were
nat just voted out, you were
trounced!

If you feel so badly
about Brown County, why
sider a move, | un-

hat there are
for folks like
) 1. maybe with o
couple of weeks training you
could run for viee president
or something.

questionable things,
Appointing Mrs, Yager's
brather to the VA office,
when there were many
qualified applicants (wha
were not interviewed) is

one.
Also, they have left the
highway department in a
mess due to their repeated
support of Mark Skirvin,
Yager's good pal, who left
the county highway in dis
grace after provoking two
lawsuits. It appears the D il Sekatiiii
highway equipment was Poséum Trot
left in terrible condition s :
well. So much for their good ‘Not only appallingly

judgment. The county will  bigoted but
suffer the consequences far 3 ible"
into the future. icrasponsibie

‘Mast troubling inMr. To the editor of The
Wolpert's tirade, though, ~ Democrat:
were his racist, bigoted re. | am extremely dis-
marks, It's time for hum to  tressed by the opening
grow up and learn that big-  Paragraph of Blake Wolp-
otry is for the uninformed &7t article. How can our
and he is showing his jgno-  fractured country heal and
Rt unite when we have an

It has become the sad  ¢lected county official refer-

ring to our president-elect

weapon in igning to r
use }:u ~mo) ‘ep:“: ,nﬁ ac- asthe antichrist?
cusations that scare people 1 ind his statements not

only appallingly bigoted but
also irresponsible from &
person in an official county
position.

Instead of spewing ha-
tred at his loss, John McCa-
in graciously extended his
support to Barac! ma
and set a positive example
that his followers should

who don't have much infor-
mation. This tact has been
working up to now with the
Bush Administration’s con-
stant droning about seary

ings.
1t should be most scary
to have a president who
can't string together a co-
herent sentence, attacks
a foreign nation without respect.
provocation, sidesteps the
Constitution at every oppor- Redbud Lane
tunity, ‘P'EI'::“ e “Where are parents
no reason, lies to justify
war, tortures prisoners, and  80d grandparents?”
now, has the blood of thou- To the editor of The
sands of innocent people on
his hands. Bush seems to be
oblivious to it all.

Somehow, there are still
alot of peaple like Blake,
whodon'twanttodothe  and I am so disappointed
work it takes to be in- in the governed office of the
formed, but love to wave the health department (cspe-
flag around and they think cially), reason being, they
that is patriotism. A de- might say they are helping

mocracy requires vigilance  our fellow Americans but
and work. Peopleneedto  they have treated my par-
investigate what they hear  ents like they are Bonnie
in campaign ads instead of and Clyde.
taking the easy way out.
Mr. Wolpert, the Consti-

Linda McQueary

Democrat:

On June 7th, we had
a natural disaster come
through our neighborhood
— The 100-Year Flood —

My parents are 72 and
68 and they have not been

tation has een shredded  homesince June Tth, 2008
idestepped for cight  and it is really killing my
;;d:. TS dae ymllli.)lﬁe five brothers and me, as
scare tactics regardinga  well as the rest of our big
president whois not yet  family. My parents have
in office? How dare you lived there permanently
call Mr. OBama the anti-  since 1979 and have owned

Christ? It is ill advised tobe the land a lot longer than
tossing around such hate-  that. That is where they
filled comments. want to spend their lasting
qutunluu, the younger  days. Can you blame them?
and more educated in this Now they say you have

 country have spoken sclatly bn do this of hae- I0% not

like they nre deceiving any-
one. They want to live the
rest of their remaining lives
there and now (the health
department] comes up with
all these rules and regula-
tions of how or where your
toilet sits and who sits on it
Well, that’s bulls**t.

They did nothing wrong!
8o why treat them like they
are criminals?

My father in August had
a heart attack and on No-
vember 13th my mother was
diagnosed with congestive
heart failure, which neither
has h.«( no problems since

T st My broth
ers and | are not happy and
will continue their quest so
why not let them live their
lives peacefully instead of in
hell in a garage on the west
side of Indianapolis!

Where are your parents
and grandparents now?

rk D. Mawery
Aqua [sle Road
‘Been a great ride...
I've loved doing it

To the editor of The
Democrat:

There
Friends Hol

0 Slats and
iy Show this
1 gives me a

t

“Laars’ Bench” came out
in 1997 and was the first
of my six CDs about your
soul-stirring lore and euri-
ous characters. I've had
vour support throughout
decade of performances and
T writing Lo give my grati-
tude to all who have attend-
ed, helped, sold tickets and
CDs, listened. encouraged.
inspired. danced. laughed,
cried, acted. rehearsed.
played and sung along.

Tt's been a great ride and
Ive loved doing it. Thank
vou, Brown County, and
happy holidays.

Slats Klug

Brummetts Creek Road
‘Veterans are lucky
to receive support’

To the editor of The
Democrat:

e veterans of Brown
County would like to thank
the Brown County Schools
corparation, administra-
tive staff, principals, the
high school band and choir,
student council. student
advisory, the technology
students and the student
body for such a wonderful
veterans program each year
during Veterans Day.
always give us veterans
such a warm reception.

We believe this is the
seventh year for this Veter-
ans Day Program. Reflect-
ing back, we ean see a dif
ference in the student’s be-
havior and patriotism dur
ing both sehool and sporting
events. The students seem
to have more patriot respect
toduy then seven years ago.

We also appreciate the
orange juice, coffee an
pastries spansored by the
Brown County Salvation
Army before the program
began. The school carpora-
tion sponsored a nice lunch
in the auxiliary gym for
all veterans in attendance.
What a nice thing to do,

_Program speaker Indi-
ana National Guard Major
Charles Yager and Master
of Ceremonies. Jank Head
did a nice job, al

For you el
did not attend this year's
program, you missed
special day. We i e
s0 lucky to receive so much
support from our commu.
nity. Thank you again.

Harry Bond
Nashville
‘Must work to
restore confidence’

To the editor of The
Demacrat:

Tim Evans had a front-
page article in the India-

napolis Star on Saturday,
November 8, 2008, that
shows the Indiana Depart-
ment of Child Services is
removing too many children
from their homes.

In 2007, we were 20
percent above the national
average. Since 2004, the
number of Indiana children
removed from their homes
each year has increased by
10 percent while dropping 4
percent nationwide.

I do not believe Indiana
parents are more negligent
than the rest of the nation.
I believe the DCS is overly
aggressive. Maybe the 800
caseworkers are trying to
prove that they are neces.
sary and taki
dren from their homes gives
them job security

e DCS should make a

greater effort at family pres-

ervation. The '\ll'l‘ \Inan
School of Man: nt
fouind that childsen plmu
in foster care for marginal
reasons havé worse lng-
term outcomes than chil-
dren left with their fami-
lies. Those taken are more
likely to get involved in the
juvenile justice sy<tem, be-
come pregnant at an early
age, wind up in juil and, as
adults, earn less

The influx is also clog:
ging the ji enile courts and
costing Indiana taxpayers
tens of millions of dollars
a year for the care of these
children.

Director James Payne of
DCS defends the ageney's
decision to separate chil
dren from their parents
because it is backed up by
acourt. However, Dawn
Robertson, spokeswoman
for the family rights group
HonkForKids. said, “There
does not 1o be. with
most judges, an indepen-
dent and unbiased review of
all the facts of the cases. It's
very one-sided. DLb word is
considered gospel

Governor Daniels had
goud intentions in expand-
ing DCS. Director Payne
is an honorable man. 1
have heard him speak at
two conferences on juvenile
delinquency. and he is an
amazing speaker with a no-
nonsense approach to juve:
nile erime.

1 do not believe the
DCS is a reflection of these
men, but they must become
aware of what is going on in
the field of operations. The
leadership must work to re-
stare confidence in DCS.

1f you have (o deal with
the local DCS and can't af-
ford & lawyer, may the good
Lord have mercy on your
soul because the DCS won't

James W. Brown

Spearsville Road
‘Proud to have
known Rick’

To the editor of The
Democrat:

is in response to Blake
Wolpert's letter to the editor,

Mr. Wolpert, it must be
very easy for you to talk
about all these people and
their different offices and
the positions they hold and
the poor jabs that they do
when you, along with Ms
Yager, did nothing in yours.

As far as an ineffective
job by the EMA office during
the floods, you had a very
efficient EMA office.

You, along with SlEPhn
nie Yager and Amy Couch,
destroyed it.

Another travesty in
the Brown County judicial
system which appears 0
be nothing more than an
extension of the two com
missioners that were voted
mll earlier this year. How

lo you prosecute someone
I'm- their honesty, integrity
and the only focus of trying
to do right?

These two commission-
ers must have been really

Ll N i b
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Three bedrmom, 15 bathrooms.

e

upset not to get their greedy
‘hands on $1,900 from a
grant for the sole purpose to
use or steal as they please.
or another one of their (spe-
cial projects)

Rick's priority is Brown

them. And in this case. have
his name and reputation ru-
ined, lose his career, and go
as far as taking the blame
for a corrupt system. He is
not & man who is & spineless
jellyfish and definitely not a
man who will let politicians
trample over you, as the
have done him in the past
For those of you who
have followed the headlines
over the last few years
Rick was accused of some
heinous crimes. Most aban-
daned Rick and offered no
suppart over these lust few
years. Shame on you!

Like:myself,1 kibéw he
was innocent and my faith
in him only grew stronger.
The last front page story
puts it for you in black and
white: He was found guilty
for returning a check re.
ceived from & grant that
he knew wasn't going to be
used for its purpose: so he
returned it.

Why such a problem?
Because the only technical
ity that the attorney could
charge Kim with was the
fact that it was done two
days after he was fired on
the street. They attempted
to charge him with theft of
county items and stea
money but we all know who.
to point the finger at and it
isn't Rick

Well, as it has been
‘made clear over the past
year, this county is in a fi-
nancial erisis. | suppose you
could blame it on the econo-
my, but we all know better.
The people we elected did
this to you and me. So you
tell me; how many thou
sands of dollars of your tax
money was wasted for their
cover up; maybe a §100K?

In the last 20 or so years,
1 have witnessed Rick on
numerous occasions give
money. deliver food. clothes,
ete., to those people who
had lost their homes due to
a fire or flood or whatever
the event may have been.

How many of you has he
pulled out of a snow bank ar
a ditch and made sure that
you made it home safely or
even plowed your driveway.
How many of you would
apend your sleeping hours
plowing driveways 80 you
could get to work”

Even more, how many
of you found yourself driv-
ing back roads in the winter
just to be sure your children
weren't stranded or in o
ditch somewhere?

As far as being pushed
by the county sheriff and
the county attorney to have
him prosecuted, this was his
family attorney for 20-plus
years and should have been
seen as a conflict of inter:
est. This makes him nothiny
more than an ambulance
chaser in my book. But then
again, this is Brown County.

They had to find him
guilty of a charge, any
charge. Otherwise, Rick
would have won his fed-
eral lawsuit and the county
would have had to file bank

ruptey for sure, Rick fought
with everything that he had
in him, losing everything to

rove his innocence

It’s just a shame that it
took him losing everything
to prove he did nothing. |
wouldn't be surprised if the
federal judge wasn't even
given all the facts of the

A

case. Or maybe even lied to.
1 have been a volunteer

he had almost 50 or more
people that worked with
him on ground search and
rescue, water rescue, rope
rescue and many others.
How many is there now?
This county has done noth
ing more than turn this into
a witch hunt te persecite
him and ruin his name.

1 among many others
have witnessed him spend
thousands upon thousands
of dallars out of his own
pocket 1o help keep things
running. | myself donating
gas money so that he could
nd the county dur-
floods a few years
ago when the county shut
off his gas card and refused
to help him at all.

As a matter of fact, most
of you don't know that the
team Rick had, all volun-
teered their vehicle and
gas: 24 hours of teams per-
forming nonstop driving
Although faith in our county
politiciang had all but van-
1shed, he was not the one
who was going to let vou
down,

While most of you were
snuggled in your beds or sit-
ting in front of your toasty
fireplace or on the blistering
hot days you sat inside your

the county; all to serv
protect you. One man...out
trying to save YOUR world.

Does anyone remember
the 1985 or 86 Chevy Blaz.
er that belonged 10 the EMA
office that caught fire many
times which Rick and 1
and others helped to repair
ourselves? time, | even
brought parts home from In-
dianapoli= on my way home
reh ek Thakousy
didn't even carry insurance
on the vehicle 10 have it
repaired and they wouldn't
even help to fixit.

When you do a job by
the letter of the law and
put your entire heart and
soul into a job such as Rick
Hall did working
two times or more the hours
that he was being paid for.
and to be treated the way
that he was by the county
officials. it is & shame any
ane person would have to go
through that. Just remem-
ber that he did it for you not
himself
anything else, you

see him in town or
helping someone who
you all should say
t u. He deserves it
as well as the rest of the val.
unteers in the county. They
all do a wonderful job that
most of you wouldn't want
1o try and do.

am very proud to have

known Rick for many years
and even more to have him
as a life long friend.

Thank you for all that
you have done for the people
of this county and the count
less hours days and ni
that you have put in trying
to help to protect and keep
this county safe for the last
20-plus years.

Name withheld by request

812-597-5388
N. State Road 135 at
County Line
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