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September 2, 2025 

 

 

RE: Indian Hill Road Crossing, Brown County, Indiana- Order Docket Number DOT-RR-2494 

 

 

Dear Board of Commissioners, 

 

Thank you for your request to re-evaluate the Order Docket Number DOT-RR-2494 regarding reopening the 

Indian Hill Road railroad crossing over the mainline track owned by the Indiana Rail Road Company in Brown 

County, Indiana. We appreciate your input on concerns and challenges with complying with the improvements 

required by the Order signed on September 29, 2023, particularly regarding the estimated $1.9 million cost for 

the improvements. 

 

After our meeting with you on June 19, 2025, the INDOT Rail Programs Office re-evaluated the provisions 

placed in the Order. INDOT also reviewed reopening the crossing as a pedestrian-only crossing. In our review, 

we looked at past documents in this petition process and reviewed the requirements that are in Order #DOT-

RR-2494.  

 

Our top priority is public safety when considering reopening the crossing. The order requires the installation of 

standard flashers, gates, bells, and constant warning time circuitry, along with the proper signage and pavement 

markings. In our review, one main concern is the proximity of the railroad bridge located twenty-five feet away 

from the proposed crossing. This bridge creates a sight distance issue, obstructing the ability for drivers to have 

a clear view of the tracks. 

 

Regarding a petition for a bike/pedestrian-only crossing, INDOT does not have jurisdiction over a 

bike/pedestrian-only crossing. This would be an agreement between The Indiana Rail Road Company and 

Brown County. 

 

After re-evaluating the requirements set forth in the Order, and reviewing the safety concerns for the public, our 

conclusion is that the Order Docket Number DOT-RR-2494 should remain as is. All factors that INDOT 

considered in the original order are valid and still exist. In order for the crossing to be reopened, Brown County 

has the following options. 

 

 

http://www.in.gov/indot


 

 

1) Request an extension of time (2nd extension) from September 29, 2025 – September 29, 2026. This 

would give the County more time to find funding sources for the original order improvements; or 

 

2) Cancel the petition and proceed with a pedestrian-only crossing improvement by coordinating with the 

Indiana Rail Road Company on approval and plans.  

 

Sincerely, 
 

 
Martin J. Blake 

Multimodal Division Director 

Indiana Department of Transportation 

 


