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Zombies invade courthouse lawn
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TAKE NOTE
Council president
suffers heart attack
Nashville Town Council Presi-
dent ‘Buzz’ King was laken

1 Health Meth =1
odist Hospital last

President Jane
Gore said he was doing better;
he was strong enough 1o have
stents put i, which restored
blocd flow.
She wasn'l sure how much
fonger King would be at
Methodist. His wile, Linda, was
hoping they'l be able o transter
him o Brown County Health &
Living for rehabilaton, Gore
sad
Gore has been acting as the
tamily's spokesperson; she said
e is weicome lo call her f
they need o, nict King directly.
Anyone who wishes to send
@ card can mad #t 10 the Kings'
home address.

Duke power outage to
happen this weekend
Don't forget: Duka Energy is
planning to shut he power off
this Sunday night, and then the
start of school wil be delayed
morning.
The outage will aftect the town
of Nashville and residents iving
near town or on Clay Lick Road
Some South-Central Indiana
REMC customers also may
experience power outages.
because ther Ines share a pole
with these Duke ines,
The outage s estimated h\asl
about seven hours, begin
ning al about 11 pm. Sunday,
Nov. 18 and ending a1 6 a.m
Monday, Nov. 19
Aboul 1,300 cusiomers living
in or around Nashwilie wil be
affected, ncluding local hotels,
and businesses in Sal Creek
Plaza
Traffic lights also wil be out in
town Duke Energy will provide
Vraffic control
Power will be out because the
wooden poles that hokd a high-
voltage power kne have been
damaged by woodpeckers and
need lo be replaced. While
work ' under way, Clay Lick
Road will be closed from about
10 pm. Nov. 18 10 5:30 am
Nov. 19.

Allected customers should ex-
pect robocals o be done a lew
days before the outage. Letters
were 1o be sent last month o
affected customers, too. A map
of the affected area was printed
in the Oct. 10 paper. With ques-
tons, call the project hotiine at
800-820-9362
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GOP SWEEP

But how important is party allegiance
locally? Multiple voices weigh in

MORE INSIDE //

Br Suna Currons | 1t Desorne

Aiarssicternon o

\  rown County

Republican Party
. Chairman Mark
) Bowman thought

7 i would be a

good night, but e had
1o idea how good until
the final precinct tallles
came in

For the first time he
can remember in his 30
years in Brown County,
local Republicans swept
nearly every partisan
office, including the only
four that Democrats had
been occupying judge,
auditor, clerk and a
county council seat

The only excep-
tions were two of the
three board seats in

1l¥

Washington Township
which went to Demo-
crats, and one of them
was going to have to go
blue anyway because
there were only two Re
publicans on the ballot

“I had a premonition
that if the stars aligned.
we could have a win like
that, but | never thought
that we'd take evers-
thing,” Bowman said last
Thursday.

He had just written
an email o his fellow
Republicans telling them
about the historic nature
of this red wave.

A8, A9
A6, A7, AN

“It's been a very, very
long road for Republicans
to get to this point, be-
cause histarically, Brown
County has been a Demo-
cratic county across the
board,” he said

“There was a point
in time when the exact
same thing happened
to Republicans that just
happened to Democrats,
except for minority races
like township advisory
id, about

Above: Viclorious candidates of the Biown County Republican Party gather for a group photo at
the end of ihe mid-ter elcction colebration at The Seasans Conterence Center
BAVIO WOGD | FOR THE DEMOCRAT

Nashvilie, Indiana | $1.00

DAYID WOGG | FOR THE DEMOCRAT
Incumbent county commissione! Diana
Bicdle announces viclorious Republican
naminees, including horset, as ta final
resuits arrive o 1he Nov. 6 micktorm elec-
tions

Incumbent
o serve
another term

By Suzannan Couon | T Do

ot

I iana Biddle put down a
| \ pile of election tape she
was rolling
/ up, took &
L deep breath
and leaned back in
seat at Repub-
lican headqguarters
on election night
“Pm excited for G
another four years,”
she said with a Lt

smile

Biddle, a first-term county
commissioner, defeated Democrat
challenger Kyle Birkemeier, 3.975
votes to his 3,102

She saw her win as “a refer-
endum on my accomplishments
for the last four years.

*1 definitely see it as a
referendum on Maple Leaf
(Performing Arts Center). I sce
it as a referendum on the county
highway work we've been doing,
the improvements, the capital
improvement with the radio tower.
1had a lot of people ask me ques-
tions about that,” she said

Biddle was a member of an ad

SEE INCUMBENT PAGE #3)

HOW YOU VOTED
County commissioner
Diana Biddle (R) ..........
Kyle Birkemaier (D)

Voters choose

B Suzawuan Couon | 1 Dewocne

@ahoxberea 8

HOW YOU VOTED

fter more than two decades,
Brown County has a new cir
cuit court judge.

Republican Mary Wertz will

County judge
Mary Wertz (R)

Krislopher Kritzer (D)... 2754

Maple Leaf group hires succeed Judge Judith Stewart  y ) 4ofeated Democrat Kristopher

et e ahe Totires at the & e
executive director e oo o thrilled Ay Kritzer by more than 1,600 votes Wertz
The Maple Leal Performing d

husband and T worked very hard to make Toceived 4,353 votes lo Kritzer's 2,754
Auts Center now has an execu- “I'm disappointed,” Kritzer said.
Ive director. Dana Beth Evans

was hred at the Nov. 7 Mapie

this happen. I'm just very happy, and
happy that the voters placed their conti
dence in me. 1s humbling,” Wertz said

SEE JUDGE PAGE 49

Leat Management Group | i e —— o RSN DO |
2
i Pictured: Newly elected judge Mary Weriz. igh, speaks with Derocrat chafenger Kiisiopher Krtzer
aher the alection. Kritzor came L 10 the Seasons Conference Center to congratilate Werz.
aarAN SoucH | T8 BeocRsr

Learn more about her in next
week's paper

This week's
highlights

W Eagle Scout compietes
progect, 8BS
Subscribe

Brown County Democral.
PO. Box 277, Nashvite, IN
7. e

Contact us

o

Tes

“ For information or to enter visit
TheBrownCountyChamber.org/lightparade - 812.988.0234

new Brown Circuit Court judge

SATURDAY

December 1
6:00 PM
Village of Nashville
New, unwrapped toys
will be collected along the
route for distribution by
the Brown County
Salvation Army to Brown
County families
{no stuffed animals please)

aRain, Snow or Shine event!
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SENIOR
Senior center plans

games, meals
SPEARSVILLE —
Hickory Ridge Civie
e and Community
Center, 2314 Hickory
idge Lane, is o
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.
Thumhys, with Iunch

walking track, 10 a.m.
t02 p.m.; nurse’s visit,
10 to 11 a.m.; potluck,
11:30 a.m,

Saturday, Nov. 17 Sau-
sage gravy breakfast, 8

NEWS

to 11 a.m. Menu in
cludes biscuits, sausage
gravy, fried potatoes,
eggs, sausage links,
pancakes and drink,

$6 per adult, $3 per
child 12 and younger.

Th o
22: Closed for
Thanksgiving.

Monday, Noy. 26:
Civic League meeting,
8 p.m.

Thursday. Nov. 29:
Cards, exercise, fitness,
wam to?2 p m.; pot

L 11:30
For mbrmuuull. call

B12-474-0680,

u need (o find qualits

SENIBR‘lIVlNG SOLUTIONS

SWEEP

COMTMUED FROM PAGE M

it ever been where the
tables have completely
turned.”

QOur vote history

In the late "80s and
early "90s, results were
almost the exact oppo-
site of what we saw last
weelk.

‘The post-election paper
in 1992 read: “Democrats.
dominate county elec-
tion.” The only local
Republican to win an
office at the county level
was Juanita Bainter,

@ four-term council

member.

The story was similar
in 1988, 30 years ago
Al won

There’s a cost bo you!
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their local offices, even
though the county voted
stmmly for Republicans
George Bush as president
nnd H.h:lunl Lugar for

The IncJI Republican
wave began o roll in
1996, the year of the Bob
Dole-Bill Clinton presi-
dential election. The top
headline read “Voters
sweep Republicans into
offices’; the GOP won
four of six contested
races locally.

David Critser, one of
to win a

5|4

117

squares in the
row, come and 3.by-3 box Inchucdes ah digits 1 through 8.

arid,

county council seat that
year, said the results
shawed that “Brown
County voters are voting
for the man, not the
party.” He also attributed

(FT

the change in tide to
mare conservative people
moving into the area

Tn 2000, it was more of

GOP loses only one con-

test.” That one holdout

was Brown Circuit Court

judge Judith Stewart,

a Democrat incumbent

soeking her second term.
“I think it’s a sign

that our

Wl u
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(Republican Party) is

Rgpubllml\ chairman at
the time. “It's not going
to be a slam dunk for
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For the most part since

following the majority of
the state.

‘The 2008 election
with the Barack Obama/
John McCain presidential
race on the ballot — was
the most balanced the
results have been since
then. Votes were nearly
evenly split up and down
the ballot, with seven
Republicans and eight
Democrals winning this
county among national,
state and local offices.
Obama, of course, won
the presidency that year;
McCain won Brown
County, but only by 208

voles.

Brown County Demo-

bers the election night 40
years ago when his dad
- also party chairman
back then — came into
their living room and

el told him Democrats had
vt 31 h\mrn wadov’ | won everything but an
54 advisory board seal
BN g s | Since then, a ot of the
old-time Democrats have
SYLIVIBIEIONZH  tied or moved away, he
6]2|€|9]2|7|S|| said Even his friends
96[o|¥[e[e[1]| — who are considered
*strong
LYSIOIIEIBIPI where they maved —
vlels|s]i[z]z] won't come back because
BOEN 3]| Brown County is “too
" he said
VISIBIZIVIZIBI " Now, it's getting tough
Zjifeiefolciell to get Democrat candi-
glolv|6]z|t|c]| datestorunin Brown

GET YOUR
LOCAL NEWS

WITH US
THE DEMOCRAT

H

County. Bond focused
this year on getling the
care five — four county
council seats and com-
missioner, who have
control of the county’s
finances.

“1 really thought that
we were going (0 win
them, all five of them,”
he sald. “I thought there
were Jots of issues out
there that the county

HOW WAS VOTER
TURNOUT?

W Turnout for this election
was 56.7 percent — not a
record overall, but on par
with turnouts for elections
since 2008. The record in
that bme period was 64
percent for the 2016 presi-
dential etection

W It was, however, a

presidential election.

B Early voting didn1 seta
record, but ¢ wasn't far off.
In the 2018 general elec
tion, 3,037 people voted
early, this time, 2,598 volers
did The highest early-voter
turnout before 2016 was in
the 2012 ganeral election,
al2,182

W Early-voling results &d
not reflect the end totals for
several candidates. When
absenlee votes were re-
leased carly in the evening
on Election Day. Brenda
Woods, Beth Mulry, Kyle
Birkemeser, r Kelso,
Paul Hardin, Stefanie Gore
and Arthur Omberg were
winning, al eventually lost
when the votes cast on
Electon Day were counted
W Jackson 2 was the
precinct with tha highest
turnout, al 6.88 percent.
W Washnglon 3 had

the lowest turnoul, at
35.57 percent

council has that maney
never should have been
spent. 1 had candidates
come to me and say, ‘I
knocked on these people’s
doors and they knew
nothing about Maple
Leaf (county-owned
performing arts center
under construction).
Never even heard of it
But they're going to vote.
How can you not know
about the Maple Leaf
situation?

“So, this proves to me
that they're not reading,”
he said. *.. They don’t
know what's actually
going on in the county.

... And there, I think, is
the problem: People that
are not learning who the

e are that are run-
ning for office.”

Straight fickels

Over the past 10 years,
straight-ticket voting
automatically voting for
all members of a par-
ticular party — has beers
on a fairly steady upward
mas

In 2008, 18 percent of
Brown County voters

voted straight-ticket; 55
vere

Democrat and 2 percent
Libertarian.

This year, 5.7 percent
of voters chose to vote
strictly along party lines.
Republican ballots were
65 6 percent of that total,
33.3 percent were Demo-
crat and 1.1 percent were
Libertarian

Melissa Myers voted
straight-ticket this time
because “what party you
choose to affiliate with
says a lot about how sou
are going approach life,
people and major issues,”
she said oo a newspaper
Facebook post devoted to
that topic.

“How can I expect
someone to have respect
for me and my special
needs child if they don't
respect the life of a tiny,
belpless, defenseless
baby?* she wrote. Sixteen
people showed agreement
with a “like.”

“I don’t vote blindly
or ignorantly, 1 do
research,” she added.

“If I don't care for the
Republican candidate,

1 withhold my vote for
that race. But what [ said
above is definitely my
standard *

Kate May said she
voted straight-ticket for
the first time because
she didn't like the way
Republicans had “aligned
themselves,” racially
speaking.

Party s one basis for
Eve Bare's decisions, but
it only pushes her if she
doesn't know about the
candidate In particular
*Never straight ticket,
but 1 do the research if |
can,” she wrote. “Party is
my dtfl\tll if that makes

sense

"~ Most of the 52 people
‘who answered that ques-
tion on Facebook said
they never vote straight
party; they vote for the
individuals they think
will do the best job.

In this election, 2,600
Brown Countians voted
straight-party Repub-
lican and 1,319 voted
straight-party Democrat
Forty five people voted
straight-party Liber-
tarian, though there were
only three Libertarians
on the ballot

‘Two incumbents who
lost, Democrats Brenda
Woods and Beth Mulry,
said they believe straight
party voting was a factor
based on their margin
of loss — 421 votes in
Woods’ race and 397 in
Mulry's.

“I think I had support
from both sides, just
not enough to pull me
through,” said Woods,
who's worked in the
clerk’s office since 2005

“If we voted the candi-
date, then I don't know
if the outcome would
have been any different,
but I think when you get
within that margin of

straight-party votes, then
you're definitely affected
by straight-party.” Mulry
said.

Even as a party

chairman, Bowman said

he doesn’t like to see so

many voters choosing the

straight-party option. To

him, that shows voters
nowled;

listed from one’s own
party isn't always auto-
matically the best choice
for the job, he said

“We need to protect the
community with the best
people, not just because
you have a favoritism

elections totally separate.
Obviously, you want your
voters to vote for the best

n even statewide
and nationally too, but
locally, it really affects
us all.”

Bond said that if
straight-ticket would
have gone the way of
the Democrats, he would
have been fine with it,
“because I would have
put up the best candi-
dates. [ believe I had the
best candidates.

“I had the best county
anditor in the state of

Indiana get beat. The
clerk’s office ... I don't
know how Lo exphln i
he said *1 just don't
know how to explain it.”

Why is it partisan?

Most candidates on this
year’s ballot were as-
sociated with a political
party. However, town
council and schoal board

School board elections
are nonpartisan ac-
cording to state law, said
Brad King, co-director
of the Indiana Election
Division

However, town and city
council members can

affiliate with a party,
he said. “The General
Assembly has enacted
slation that requires
Lo or ity councl o
fices to be elected in a
partisan election, if a
candidate chooses to run
as the candidate of a po-
litical party.” he wrote.
“In some small towns,
it has become a tradition
for candidates to run as
“independent” or ‘cilizens
party’ candidates, but
if a candidate wished to
run as a candidate of a
political party, that is the
candidate’s choice. Under
state law, the munici-
pality could not prevent
that,” he wrote.

Some voters this
election cycle have
questioned why same
offices are partisan at
all, especially ones such
as judge, prosecutor and
sheriff which require the
officeholder to interpret
and execute laws fairly.

Basically, they are
that way because they've
always been that way.

“The question of
whether to elect the
offices you mention, or
others, by using a par-
tisan process is a policy
decision made by the In-
diana General Assembly
when it enacts election
laws,” King wrote. “Gen-
crally speaking, these
offices have been elected
on a partisan basis since
political parties began to
be organized following
the 1824 election.”

However, n community
couldn’t just decide that
it didn’t want to do par-
tisan elections anymore.
That would require a
change in state law, he

“The ‘home rule’
powers of a local
ment do not include the
power to ‘order or con-
duct an election, except
as expressly provided by
(state] statute,” he wrote
“Therefore, a legislator
would have to introduce
abill in the General As-
sembly lo pravide for any
such change, and then
persuade a majority of
both chambers to adopt
the bill for consideration

dates Nancy Cmder and
Anna Holstetter, who
won their first elections
this year, said they loved
not affiliating with a
party. Town elections
have traditionally been

see county elections be
nonpartisan as well.

“In the Constitution,
it doesn't say we have
to vote for a party,” she
said

Hofstetter said being
an independent required
her to campaign harder
and help voters realize
‘what she stood for, and
she was happy Lo do that
rather than win on name
recognition or party
affiliation

“I feel strongly about
the two-party system; it
inherently brings divi-
sion and what we need is
unity,” she said.

“There is no Demo-
cratic or Republican way
of cleaning the streets,”
she added, quoting
Fiorello LaGuardia, a
Depression-era New York

mayor.

It hasn't been unheard
of for local candidates to
switch party affilintions

even midway through
their campaigns.

Most recently, during
this spring’s primary,
Ron Sanders, a former
Democrat township
trustee, ran for county
commissioner in the Re-
publican primary

Party switches hap-
pened twice in 2008,
Mid-campaign, county
council candidate Jerry
Pittman switched from
Democrat to Republican
because he appeared in
a political ad alongside

you can trust,” and was
denou: Demo-
cratic Party leadership,
accarding to newspaper
archives. In 2016, he was
elected county commis-
stoner as a Republican
David Rudd went the
other way in 2008 when
he was in his third
term as a county coun-
cilman because he was
concerned that local
Republicans weren't
listening to their constitu-
ents. He won re-election
to a fourth term that year
a Democrat
“Ultimately, govern-
ment is about people, not
politics,” Rudd told the
newspaper in 2008
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