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THIS IS NOT A PERMIT 

DNR#: 

Requestor: 

Project: 

State of Indiana 
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

Division of Fish and Wildlife 
Early Coordination/Environmental Assessment 

ER-21912 Request Received: October 11, 2019 

Parsons 
Keaton Veldkamp 
101 West Ohio Street, Suite 2121 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 

Salt Creek Trail, Phase 3: construction of a multi-use trail from Phase 2 near Eagle Park 
to Phase 1 near the YMCA, and new pedestrian bridge over North Fork Salt Creek, 
about 0.53 mile southeast of the SR46/SR 135 intersection; Des #1382874 

County/Site info: Brown 

The Indiana Department of Natural Resources has reviewed the above referenced 
project per your request. Our agency offers the following comments for your 
information and in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969. 

If our agency has regulatory jurisdiction over the project, the recommendations 
contained in this letter may become requirements of any permit issued. If we do not 
have permitting authority, all recommendations are voluntary. 

Regulatory Assessment: This proposal will require the formal approval for construction in a floodway under the 
Flood Control Act, IC 14-28-1. Please submit a copy of this letter with the permit 
application. 

Natural Heritage Database: The Natural Heritage Program's data have been checked. 
Brown County State Park and the state threatened Purple Flowering Raspberry (Rubus 
odoratus) have been documented within 1/2 mile of the project area. The Division of 
Nature Preserves does not foresee any impacts to the plant species as a result of this 
project. 

Fish & Wildlife Comments: As proposed, this project will result in significant environmental impacts to fish, wildlife 
and botanical resources. The Division of Fish and Wildlife highly recommends that an 
alternative analysis be conducted and that an alignment minimizing the environmental 
impacts be considered. 

Avoid and minimize impacts to fish, wildlife, and botanical resources to the greatest 
extent possible, and compensate for impacts. The following are recommendations that 
address potential impacts identified in the proposed project area: 

A) Trail Alignment Impacts: 
North/upstream of the maintained grassy area, the proposed alignment will impact a 
relatively undisturbed area of closed-canopy forested riparian habitat which contains 
several forested wetland inclusions, thereby forming a forested wetland complex. 
Mitigation for the proposed impacts would likely be extremely difficult as increasing 
habitat complexity vastly increases the difficulty of mitigation and the likelihood of 
mitigation site failure. 

Impacts to the forested riparian corridor on the left bank are more likely to severely 
degrade the health of the creek as there is little or no forested riparian habitat providing 
the same environmental functions and values on the right bank of the creek. There is 
ample space on'the right bank (opposite of the proposed trail alignment) that would 
result in almost total avoidance of impacts to fish, wildlife and botanical resources. 
While any impacts to forested habitat should be avoided and minimized whenever 
possible, any tree removal and clearing on the left bank where the forested riparian . 
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corridor along the creek is sparse and mostly absent would have substantially fewer 
impacts than the same footprint in a previously-undisturbed closed-canopy forested 
area containing a matrix of wetland and non-wetland habitats. 

B) Forest Fragmentation: 
The proposed work will also result in substantial indirect impacts in the form of forest 
habitat fragmentation. Habitat loss and fragmentation are the main causes of the 
decline of wildlife. Habitat fragmentation creates smaller, more isolated habitat areas of 
lower habitat value for wildlife as compared to large, contiguous habitats. 
Fragmentation allows non-native species and predators access to the forest interior 
which is vital habitat for many neotropical migratory songbird species and can 
negatively affect the long-term viability of wildlife populations with limited mobility. 

The placement of a trail on the side of the creek containing an intact forested riparian 
corridor is a significant secondary impact as wooded riparian corridors are significant 
habitat features used by wildlife for travel between larger habitat areas or through 
congested urban areas. Wooded riparian corridors provide valuable habitat for fish, 
wildlife, and botanical resources and provide the following environmental benefits: 
1. Help cool the stream temperature, which improves insect and fish habitat. 
2. Establish complex root system from trees, shrubs, and grasses, which helps retain 
soil. 
3. Naturally remove phosphorus and nitrogen products from runoff water. 
4. Increase infiltration of water into the soil and slow the runoff. 
5. Decrease stream sediment load. 

C) Indirect Impacts: 
Additional indirect impacts are likely due to human presence and disturbance within a 
natural area previously devoid of any human activity. A recent scientific literature 
review of non-consumptive recreation's effects on animals revealed that "over 93% of 
reviewed articles documenting at least one effect of recreation on animals, the majority 
of which (59%) were classified as negative effects." Non-motorized recreation showed 
more evidence of negative effects than motorized recreation (Larson, C. L., et al. 
(2016). "Effects of Recreation on Animals Revealed as Widespread through a Global 
Systematic Review." PloS one 11(12): e0167259. In open areas where space allows 
and near sensitive environments such as wetland, a physical and visual barrier of tall 
native herbaceous buffers may be beneficial to reduce the disturbance potential for 
wildlife. 

D) Recommended Alternative Alignments: 
The alignment having the lowest direct and indirect impacts to fish and wildlife habitat 
would be the recommended alignment where the trail crosses the creek near SR 46 and 
is placed no closer than 35' from the top of the bank on the right bank which currently 
has little or no forested habitat due to agricultural use. 

Another potentially environmentally-acceptable alignment (originally proposed by 
another company as part of ER-12002 in 2006) used an existing gas line easement 
heading southwest from Parkview Road near the base of the hill. Since it is a cleared 
easement, it would result in little or no forested habitat impacts. Due to potential 
wetlands along this easement, observed during the site inspection in 2006, the trail 
might require an elevated section (i.e. raised boardwalks) to both minimize impacts to 
wetlands and allow uninterrupted wildlife movement across the easement from the 
forested hillside to the bottomland forest area. 

E) Riparian Habitat Mitigation: 
Impacts to forested habitat from temporary construction, access, or staging are 
considered permanent in terms of mitigation required. This is due to the decades-long 
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timeframe required for trees to develop into a mature forest. While replanting an area of 
"temporary" forested wetland impacts is acceptable and expected, off-site mitigation 
may be required depending on the applicable mitigation ratio. 

We recommend a mitigation plan be developed (and submitted with the permit 
application) for any unavoidable habitat impacts that will occur. The DNR's Floodway 
Habitat Mitigation guidelines (and plant lists) can be found online at: 
http://www.in.gov/legislative/iac/20190130-1 R-312190041 NRA.xml.pdf. 

Impacts to non-wetland forest of one (1) acre or more should be mitigated at a minimum 
2: 1 ratio. If less than one acre of non-wetland forest is removed in a rural setting, 
replacement should be at a 1 :1 ratio based on area. Impacts to non-wetland forest 
under one (1) acre in an urban setting should be mitigated by planting five trees, at least 
2 inches in diameter-at-breast height (dbh), for each tree which is removed that is 10" 
dbh or greater (5:1 mitigation based on the number of large trees). The mitigation ratio 
may be increased as a result of the indirect and cumulative impacts of the proposed 
project. 

The mitigation site should be located in the floodway, downstream of the one (1) square 
mile drainage area of that stream (or another stream within the 8-digit HUC, preferably 
as close to the impact site as possible) and adjacent to existing forested riparian 
habitat. 

F) Wetland Habitat: 
Due to the presence or potential presence of wetland habitat on site, we recommend 
contacting and coordinating with the Indiana Department of Environmental Management 
(IDEM) 401 program and also the US Army Corps of Engineers (USAGE) 404 program. 
Impacts to wetland habitat should be mitigated at the appropriate ratio according to the 
1991 INDOT/IDNR/USFWS Memorandum of Understanding. 

G) Bank Stabilization: 
The Division of Fish and Wildlife recommends the use of a bridge with a bank-to-bank 
design where the abutments are landward of the tops of the banks. If the pedestrian 
bridge will require in-stream construction, do not place riprap across the stream bed, or 
in the stream bed except at the edges of the structure to protect the footings and at the 
toe of the stream banks. 

Where the use of riprap is necessary, limit its use on the channel banks to toe 
protection, with a bioengineered method and material used above the rock toe (i.e. 
heavy duty erosion control blankets, turf reinforcement mats or a similar bioengineering 
method). Erosion control blankets, turf reinforcement mats and other similar materials 
should be seeded with native plants to allow a natural, vegetated stream bank to 
develop. Information about bioengineering techniques can be found at 
http://www.in.gov/legislative/iac/20120404-IR-312120154N RA.xml. pdf. Also, the 
following is a USDA/NRCS document that outlines many different bioengineering 
techniques for streambank stabilization: http://directives.sc.egov.usda.gov/17553.wba. 

H) Causeways and Runarounds: 
If possible, the project design should avoid inclusion of a temporary causeway or 
runaround. Such features result in impacts to the stream and surrounding habitat. In 
many cases, the need for a causeway can be eliminated by working from either bank, or 
using temporary, easily removed structures such as timber mats. If a causeway is 
deemed critical for the construction to occur, please submit a justification for the 
necessity of the causeway with any permit application. 
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Impacts related to causeways can be reduced by creating a partial causeway that does 
not span the entire channel, leaving one side or the middle of the channel open and 
flowing at all times. If a full causeway is absolutely necessary, impacts to the waterway 
from its installation and removal can be reduced by minimizing the amount of time the 
causeway is in place, reducing the temporary causeway width, using more and larger 
culvert pipes, placing filter fabric under the aggregate fill to reduce impacts during the 
removal of the causeway, using larger size aggregate, and removing sections of the 
causeway as portions of the bridge are completed. Do not use fines or soil in the 
temporary causeway. 

I) Cofferdams: 
Any proposed dewatering should be detailed using the following guidelines: 
1. Dewatering should be limited to one streambank or side of the creek (at the bridge 
construction site) at a time so at least half of the creek is always flowing naturally. On 
larger streams, both sides can be dammed at once as long as the center of the channel 
is allowed to flow naturally. 
2. Do not dewater directly into the stream. Dewater into a sediment bag, into a roll off 
box, and onto a riprap apron or similar system. 
3. Cofferdam materials and methods can vary. Self-contained and encapsulated 
materials and methods are recommended. Anything filled with water is better than 
soil-filled where there is a potential for leaking or failure of the system due to length of 
use or accidents. 
4. Dewatering pumps should incorporate filters or bypasses to avoid injuring or killing 
fish and other aquatic organisms. 

J) Lighting: 
The International Dark-Sky Association (IDA) states that, to minimize the negative 
impacts of artificial lighting on wildlife, "lighting should only be on when needed, only 
light the area that needs it, be no brighter than necessary, minimize blue light 
emissions, [and] be fully shielded (pointing downward)". The Division of Fish and 
Wildlife strongly encourages visiting the I DA's website to learn more about selecting 
lighting fixtures that minimize the harmful effects of lighting on humans and wildlife: 
http://darksky.org/1 ig hting/lig hting-basics/. 

K) Trail Guidelines: 
The following is a basic list of recommendations from IDNR Division of Fish and Wildlife 
to consider when planning trails to minimize impacts to fish, wildlife, and botanical 
resources. For #7 below on this particular project, since there is an already 
disturbed/deforested corridor through a wetland from the gas line easement, it would be 
acceptable to place a raised boardwalk through the wetland, so only at-grade trails are 
not recommended in this case. A raised boardwalk through a wetland in a cleared 
easement is recommended over placing the trail through forested floodway and forested 
wetland habitats. 

1. Place the trail in or adjacent to existing right-of-ways where possible to minimize 
significant impacts to natural resource habitat. Also, utilize previously disturbed or 
degraded areas. Align the trail along or near existing man-made edges or areas that 
have the potential to be restored or enhanced by trail construction (i.e. railroad 
corridors), rather than routing the trail through previously undisturbed areas. 
2. When designing or constructing a trail, disturb as narrow an area as possible to help 
minimize negative impacts. Where significant impacts to fish, wildlife or botanical 
resources are likely due to the !rail's width, reduce the width to help avoid those 
impacts. ADA accessibility standards allow departures from the standards under 
certain conditions, including substantial harm to natural features, habitat, or vegetation 
( see https://www.access-board.gov/attachments/article/1637 /outdoor-guide. pdf, 
Outdoor developed areas: a summary of accessibility standards for Federal outdoor 
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developed areas). 
3. Do not focus only on the direct impact of the !rail's width; also consider the !rail's 
impact to the surrounding habitat. Trails can fragment larger habitat areas and reduce 
the overall usefulness of the site to fish, wildlife, or botanical resources (1 large habitat 
block is better than 2 small habitat blocks). Trails can cause significant impacts to 
forested areas, riparian forested corridors along creeks and rivers, and wetland areas. 
They also may cause sediment and erosion issues or introduce human disturbance into 
fairly isolated areas containing wildlife habitat. 
4. Avoid unnecessary stream crossings. Instead, make use of or modify existing stream 
crossings or avoid crossing the stream altogether. Where stream crossings are 
unavoidable, pedestrian bridges with supports/abutments placed no less than 10 feet 
landward from the tops of the banks on each side of the waterway are recommended. 
Alternatively, a three-sided culvert may be used. Three-sided culverts should be 
oversized to allow terrestrial wildlife movement along the creek on unsubmerged dry 
land at normal water levels. Box-culvert or pipe-culvert crossings are not 
recommended. 
5. Trails designed to follow a stream's course must be placed outside the stream's 
forested riparian buffer. Also, do not place the trail along the tops of the banks of a 
forested creek. Avoid perpendicular fragmentation of riparian areas (streamside 
habitat). Where the stream has little or no forested riparian buffer, the trail should be no 
closer than 15 feet from the tops of the banks. 
6. Avoid elements identified in the Natural Heritage Database; trails may negatively 
affect species that require specific natural conditions (vegetation, light levels, moisture, 
etc.) that are altered as a result of trail construction. Rare and high quality habitats, and 
wildlife habitats that possess high wildlife abundance and diversity, should be avoided 
by placing the trail around the habitat and screening it from the trail and trail users with 
a buffer of native vegetation or another method as discussed below. Wetlands and 
karst features are but two examples of areas to avoid. 
7. Raised boardwalks should be constructed in wet areas or near wetlands (trails 
through wetlands are not recommended). A material such as composite decking should 
be used rather than treated wood which can leach elements toxic to aquatic life. 
8. Screen wildlife habitat from the trail corridor. Vegetation, topography, and fences can 
help reduce the impact of noise and line of site disturbances of trail users on wildlife. 
Walls can create wildlife movement barriers and potential impacts must be considered. 
Native grass buffers (2 to 3 feet tall) are recommended along the edge of trails near 
habitat such as wetlands. 
9. Lighting should only be used when absolutely necessary. Lighting in forested areas 
and along creeks, streams, and rivers should be the lowest intensity feasible and 
shielded to cast light on the path and not diffused into the surroundings to avoid 
disturbing wildlife circadian rhythms and disorienting night-migrating birds. 
10. Any plantings in the riparian areas should be locally native species, not exotic 
species or horticultural varieties (e.g. "Autumn Blaze" Red Maple). A list of appropriate 
native woody and herbaceous vegetation can be provided upon request. 
11. Trail surfaces can have negative effects on surrounding natural areas and deter 
movement of some species across the trail. Some surface materials are more 
environmentally acceptable than others, such as mulch and mown grass which should 
be considered as the first options. Asphalt is not recommended as a trail surface in the 
floodway. The conventional maintenance for aging asphalt is to seal it with a blacktop 
or asphalt sealer. Research has shown that as these sealers break down over time, 
they move into the aquatic environment and are highly toxic to aquatic life. If asphalt is 
used then asphalt sealer should not be used for long-term maintenance and repair of 
the asphalt trail surface. In previously disturbed areas, concrete is an acceptable 
surface material, and_ porous concrete is preferred wherever it can be used. 
12. Shoulders should be constructed using unconsolidated materials where possible. In 
some situations, solid shoulders are necessary. In those cases, shoulders should be 
constructed using porous concrete. 
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13. Trails that highlight natural resources should skirt the resource and utilize "pulloffs" 
at specific sites instead of letting the entire trail and traffic disturb the resource. 

The additional measures listed below should be implemented to avoid, minimize, or 
compensate for impacts to fish, wildlife, and botanical resources: 
1. Revegetate all bare and disturbed areas with a mixture of native grasses, sedges, 
wildflowers, and also native hardwood trees and shrubs if any woody plants are 
disturbed during construction as soon as possible upon completion. Do not use any 
varieties of Tall Fescue or other non-native plants, including prohibited invasive species 
(see 312 IAC 18-3-25). 
2. Minimize and contain within the project limits inchannel disturbance and the clearing 
of trees and brush. 
3. Do not work in the waterway from April 1 through June 30 without the prior written 
approval of the Division of Fish and Wildlife. 
4. Do not cut any trees suitable for Indiana bat or Northern Long-eared bat roosting 
(greater than 5 inches dbh, living or dead, with loose hanging bark, or with cracks, 
crevices, or cavities) from April 1 through September 30. 
5. Use minimum average 6 inch graded riprap stone extended below the normal water 
level to provide habitat for aquatic organisms in the voids. 
6. Plant native hardwood trees along the top of the bank and right-of-way to replace the 
vegetation destroyed during construction. 
7. Post "Do Not Mow or Spray" signs along the right-of-way. 
8. Appropriately designed measures for controlling erosion and sediment must be 
implemented to prevent sediment from entering the stream or leaving the construction 
site; maintain these measures until construction is complete and all disturbed areas are 
stabilized. 
9. Seed and protect all disturbed streambanks and slopes not protected by other 
methods that are 3: 1 or steeper with erosion control blankets that are heavy-duty, 
biodegradable, and net free or that use loose-woven / Leno-woven netting to minimize 
the entrapment and snaring of small-bodied wildlife such as snakes and turtles (follow 
manufacturer's recommendations for selection and installation); seed and apply mulch 
on all other disturbed areas. 

Christie L. Stanifer, Environ. Coordinator, Fish & Wildlife 
Our agency appreciates this opportunity to be of service. Please contact the above 
staff member at (317) 232-4080 if we can be of further assistance. 

~(1~~-----~~~~-~-~/L----1-C--~~.c,~'-"-'~-·-7'-F /)' •=/--- ____ Date: November 12, 2019 

Christie L. Stanife~ ~ 
Environ. Coordinator 
Division of Fish and Wildlife 
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Port, Juliet

From: robin_mcwilliams@fws.gov
Sent: Thursday, January 16, 2020 12:57 PM
To: Hinkle, Meghan
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] FW: Standard Informal Bats Des1382874 Salt Creek Trail

**** This is an EXTERNAL email. Exercise caution. DO NOT open attachments or click links from 
unknown senders or unexpected email. ****  

Dear Meghan,   
 

These comments have been prepared under the authority of the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (l6 U.S.C. 661 et. 
seq.) and are consistent with the intent of the National Environmental Policy Act of l969, the Endangered Species Act of 
l973, as amended, and the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service's Mitigation Policy. 

  

According to the information you provided our office, the proposed project is the 3rd phase of the Salt Creek Trail 
project.  It consists of an asphalt‐paved shared‐use path with multiple stream crossings. This segment of the trail would be approximately 
1.36 miles in length and 10 to 12 feet in width, with 2‐foot graded shoulders on each side. The east end of the trail would begin at a 
relocated historic bridge (Des. 1400365), at the terminus of Phase 2 of the Salt Creek Trail, approximately 1.21 mile southeast of the SR 
46/SR 135 intersection. The proposed alignment has a winding path towards the west, generally along North Fork Salt Creek. It would have 
an at‐grade crossing over Parkview Road, cross North Fork Salt Creek via a pedestrian bridge, and terminate at Phase 1 of the Salt Creek 
Trail, near the Brown County YMCA. The pedestrian bridge over North Fork Salt Creek will be a single span, 92‐foot long, 14‐foot wide 
prestressed concrete I‐beam bridge. Additionally, there are four crossings of unnamed tributaries, one crossing of Wetland 1, plus three 
crossings of unnamed non‐jurisdictional drainage features. These crossings will utilize 24‐ to 30‐foot long culverts that range in diameter 
from 12 to 24 inches.  

 

Approximately 43 trees are proposed for clearing and/or trimming, which will occur during the inactive season. Most of the trees 
(37) are located more than 300 feet from existing paved surfaces, and as such, use of the 2015‐2016 FHWA, FRA, FTA Rangewide 
Programmatic Consultation for Indiana bats and northern long‐eared bats, is not appropriate.   

 

The project proponent has agreed to incorporate the following avoidance and minimization measures (where applicable): 

 

General AMM 1 – Ensure all operators, employees, and contractors working in areas of known or presumed bat habitat are aware of 
all FHWA/FRA/FTA (Transportation Agencies) environmental commitments, including all applicable AMMs. 

 

Tree Removal AMM 1 – Modify all phases/aspects of the project (e.g., temporary work areas, alignments) to avoid tree removal.  

 

Tree Removal AMM 2 – Time of year restrictions for tree removal shall be applied when bats are not likely to be present or tree 
removal shall be limited to 10 or fewer trees per project at any time of year within 100 feet of existing road or rail surfaces and 

Des. 1382874 Appendix C Page C-30



2

outside of documented roosting and foraging habitat or travel corridors. A visual emergence survey shall be conducted with no bats 
observed. Tree removal may not occur during the active season for bats, from April 1 through September 30.  

 

Tree Removal AMM 3 – Ensure tree removal is limited to that specified in project plans and ensure that contractors understand 
clearing limits and how they are marked in the field (e.g., install bright colored flagging/fencing prior to any tree clearing to ensure 
contractors stay within clearing limits).  

 

Tree Removal AMM 4 ‐ Do not remove documented Indiana bat or NLEB roosts that are still suitable for roosting, or trees within 
0.25 miles of roosts, or documented foraging habitat any time of year.   

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

  

Based on a review of the information you provided, we recommend the following mitigation measures be included in the 
final project plans to minimize adverse impacts to fish and wildlife resources: 

  

1.   Avoid all work within the inundated part of the stream channel (in  perennial streams and larger intermittent 
streams) during the fish spawning season (April 1 through June 30), except for work within sealed structures such 
as caissons or cofferdams that were installed prior to the spawning season. No equipment should be operated 
below Ordinary High Water Mark during this time unless the machinery is within the caissons or on the 
cofferdams.  

  

2.  Restrict below low-water work to placement of piers, pilings and/or footings, shaping of the spill slopes around 
the bridge abutments, and placement of riprap. 

  

3.  Restrict channel work and vegetation clearing to the minimum necessary. 

  

4.  Construct new structures with a widened span and benches on one or both sides to provide for wildlife 
crossing, if practical.  The crossing should be above normal high water, relatively flat and with natural substrate 
suitable for use by a wide variety of wildlife. 

  

5.  If riprap is utilized for bank stabilization, extend it below low-water elevation to provide aquatic habitat. 

  

6.  Implement temporary erosion and siltation control devices such as placement of riprap check dams in drainage 
ways and ditches, installation of silt fences, covering exposed areas with erosion control materials, and grading 
slopes to retain runoff in basins. 
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7.   Re-vegetate all disturbed soil areas immediately upon project completion, using native trees and shrubs in the 
riparian zone wherever feasible. 

  

             8.  Post DO NOT DISTURB signs at the construction zone boundaries and do not clear trees or understory 
vegetation outside the boundaries.  

 

THREATENED AND ENDANGERED SPECIES 

 

The proposed project is within the range of the federally endangered Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis) and the federally threatened 
northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis) (NLEB). There are numerous records of both species in Brown County.  

  

Indiana bats hibernate in caves then disperse to reproduce and forage in relatively undisturbed forested areas associated with 
water resources during spring and summer. Recent research has shown that they will inhabit fragmented landscapes with 
adequate forest for roosting and foraging.  Young are raised in nursery colony roosts in trees, typically near drainage-ways in 
undeveloped areas.  Like all other bat species in Indiana, the Indiana bat diet consists exclusively of insects. 

 

During the summer, NLEBs typically roost singly or in colonies in cavities, underneath bark, crevices, or hollows of both live and 
dead trees and/or snags (typically ≥3 inches dbh).  Males and non-reproductive females may also roost in cooler places, like 
caves and mines.  This bat seems opportunistic in selecting roosts, using tree species based on presence of cavities or crevices 
or presence of peeling bark.  It has also been occasionally found roosting in structures like barns and sheds (particularly when 
suitable tree roosts are unavailable).  They forage for insects in upland and lowland woodlots and tree lined corridors.  During 
the winter, NLEBs predominantly hibernate in caves and abandoned mine portals. Additional habitat types may be identified as 
new information is obtained. 

  

Suitable summer habitat is present throughout the area surrounding the site, including wooded areas within the project 

boundary, although not enough habitat will be removed to affect the species'. The project proponent has stipulated that 
tree‐clearing will be avoided during the maternity season for both bat species (April 1 ‐ September 30), which 
will prevent incidental take from removal of an occupied roost tree. If this, and the other avoidance and minimization 
measures are implemented, we concur that the proposed project is not likely to adversely affect the Indiana bat or the northern 
long-eared bat.  

  

This precludes the need for further consultation on this project as required under Section 7 of the Endangered Species 
Act of l973, as amended.  However, should new information arise pertaining to project plans or a revised species list be 
published, it will be necessary for the Federal agency to reinitiate consultation. 
 
Wetland and stream impacts may require permits from the US Army Corps of Engineers, the Indiana Department of 
Environmental Management’s Water Quality Certification program and the Indiana Department of Natural Resources. 
Wetland impacts should be avoided, and any unavoidable impacts should be compensated for in accordance with the 
Corps of Engineers mitigation guidelines. If a permit under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act is needed for the 
proposed project, our recommendations to the U.S. Army Corps of engineers for permit conditions would be consistent 
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with our comments here. 
 
We appreciate the opportunity to comment at this early stage of project planning.  If you have any questions about our 
recommendations, please call Robin McWilliams Munson at (812) 334‐4261 (Ext. 207) or via email. 
 
Sincerely, 
Robin 

 
 

Robin McWilliams Munson  
 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
620 South Walker Street 
Bloomington, Indiana 46403 
812‐334‐4261 x. 207 Fax: 812‐334‐4273 
 
 
Monday, Tuesday ‐ 7:30a‐3:00p 
Wednesday, Thursday ‐ telework 8:30a‐3:00p 
 
 
 
On Wed, Jan 8, 2020 at 10:42 AM Hinkle, Meghan <MHinkle@indot.in.gov> wrote: 

Good Morning Robin, 

  

Attached is the standard informal letter for this project.  It is ready for USFWS review.  

  

Let me know if you have any questions. 

  

Meghan Hinkle 

Major Projects / LPA Review Liaison  

Environmental Services Division  

Indiana Department of Transportation 

100 N Senate Ave N642‐ES 

Indianapolis, IN 46204‐2216 

317‐232‐1490 
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